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Preface and Acknowledgements

Three separate organisations collaborated in the production of this book:
The French Ingtitute of South Africa (IFAS), the Foundation for Global
Dialogue (FGD) and the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC). In
addition, three academic bodies made important contributions both to the
planning of the conference on which this book is based as well as to the
editorial panel which selected conference papers for publication. These are
the African Studies Association of South Africa, the African Association
of Political Sciences, and the Council for the Development of Socid
Science Research in Africa

The conference was held in Cape Town during the second half of
1998. Thirteen papers were delivered over atwo-day period. Nine of these
papers were subsequently selected and authors were requested to finalise
these for publication.

The publication is situated within the field of identity politics and
congtitutes a second volume in a series on this subject. The first volume,
entitled Identity? Theory, Politics, History. Volume 1 was published in
1999 by the Human Sciences Research Council and was based upon an
earlier conference organised by the same three collaborating organisations.
Though Volume 1 included a chapter comparing processes of identity
construction in Reunion and in South Africa, its geographical focus was on
South Africa. Volume 2 extends this focus to the African continent as a
whole and, in one chapter, to Europeans of African descent.
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The editors would like to acknowledge the contributions made both to
the conference and to this publication by IFAS, FGD and the HSRC.
Participants at the conference and, in particular, discussants who had had
the opportunity to read the papers beforehand, added value to conference
proceedings and indirectly to the final chapters that make up this book.
Though their contributions remain invisible, they too deserve
acknowledgement.
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